TD616

JOINT EXERCISE OF POWERS AGREEMENT BETWEEN
THE CITY OF SANTA CLARITA, THE SANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS
CONSERVANCY, AND THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

THIS AGREEMENT IS ENTERED INTO PURSUANT TO THE PRCVISIONS OF Title
1, Division 7, Chapter 5, Article 1 of the Government Code (Section 6500 ef seq.)
relating to the joint exercise of powers between the following parties:

THE SANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS CONSERVANCY (hereinafter “The Conservancy’),
a public agency of the State of California established pursuant to Division 23 of the
Public Resources Code (Section 33000 ef seq.);

THE CITY OF SANTA CLARITA (hereinafter “The City"), a public. agency duly
~ constituted body corporate and politic of the State of California established pursuant to
Government Code Section 56000 ef seq.

THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, (hereinafter “The County”), a subdivision of the
State of California.

WHEREAS, The Conservancy has the authority and expertise to acquire, develop and
conserve open space and other parkland for the public benefit, and for public recreation

use and enjoyment; and.

WHEREAS, The City of Santa Clarita has the authority and expertise to acquire,
develop and conserve open space and other parkland for the public benefit, and for
public recreation use and enjeyment; and

WHEREAS, The County has the authority and expértise to acquire, deveiop and
conserve open space and other parkland for the public benefit, and for public recreation

use and enjoyment; and

WHEREAS, Pursuant to Title 1, Division 7, Chapter 5 of the Government Code,
- commonly known as the Joint Exercise of Powers Act, two or more public agencies may
by agreement jointly exercise any power common to the contracting parties; and

WHEREAS, The Newhall Ranch Specific Plan adopted by the Los Angeles County
Board of Supervisors on May 27, 2003 requires the formation of a joint powers authority
for the management of the High Country Special Management Area within Newhall
Ranch pursuant to Section 2.6.2-b; and

WHEREAS, The Westridge project approved by the Los Angeles County Board of
Supervisors on May 11, 1999 requires the dedication of certain open space lotstoa
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joint powers authority, pursuant to Tentative Tract No. 45433 subdivision map condition
of approval No. 35 (Exhibit A), and

WHEREAS, the parties desire, by means of this Agreement to establish an
organization and procedure for exercise of such power and authority, and to provide for
the organization's power and procedures; :

NOW THEREFORE, the Conservancy, the City, and the County (collectively the
parties”) mutually agree as follows:

SECTION 1. TERM OF AGREEMENT

This agreement shall become effective upon the date last executed and shall terminate
fifty (50) years thereafter, unless said term is otherwise modified by unanimous mutual
consent of the parties herefo. .

SECTION 2. PURPOSE OF AGREEMENT

2.0 The purpose of this agreement is to acquire, develop, improve, manage, and
conserve park and open space lands dedicated for public purposes of passive and
active recreation, wildlife habitat protection, and conservation projects, for lands set
aside for public open space purposes pursuant to the County of Los Angeles Board of
Supervisors approval of the Newhall Ranch project, the Westridge project, and any
other land dedication from Newhali Land or its successors and to implement the terms
and conditions, as applicable, set forth in the attached Exhibit A hereto.

2.1 Acquisitions may be by the way of gift, devise, transfer, purchase, or exchange
and shall extend to any interest in real or personal property necessary to carry out the
purposes of this Agreement. :

2.2 An additional and integral purpose of this agreement is to -provide for the
utilization of any type of appropriate method of financing of capital acquisitions and
improvements, and the maintenance, servicing, and operation thereof, to the greatest
extent permitted pursuant to any applicable provision of the Newhall Ranch Specific
Plan, the Streets and Highways Code of the State of California, or any other applicable
statutes, and consistent with the provisions of Proposition 218 adopted by the voters in

1996.
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SECTION 3. CREATION OF AUTHORITY

3.0. The authority hereby created shall be a separate entity “The Newhall Ranch High
Country Recreation and Conservation Authority” hereinafter referred to as "Authority.”
By no later than July 1, 2006, the Authority shall submit to Conservancy, the City, and
the County a work program and initial budget. .

SECTION 4. POWERS OF THE AUTHORITY

4,0. The Authority shall have all powers common to the parties to this Agreement, and
such other powers as may be provided by statute applicable to local park agencies
which relate to park and open space real property and associated personal property.
Said common powers include, but are not limited to, all those powers specified in
- Government Code Section 6508. In addition to those powers specifically set forth
herein, the Authority shall have such additional powers as apply generally to separate
public entities established pursuant to the Joint Exercise of Powers Act (Chapter 5
[commencing with Section 6500] of Division 7 of Title 1 of the Government Code)
insofar as such powers are necessary or convenient to carry out the purposes and
objectives of this Agreement.

4.1. The Authority is hereby empowered to do all acts necessary for the exercise of
such powers within the Santa Clarita Valley or the jurisdictional boundaries of the City of
Santa Clarita or the County of Los Angeles and adjacent lands in the County of Ventura
as depicted on the attached map (Exhibit B}.

4.2. Such powers are subject to the restrictions upon the manner of exercising the
powers as imposed upon County, provided in, and for the purposes of, Government
Code Section 6509.

SECTION 5. GOVERNING BOARD

5.0, The Authority shall be governed by its Governing Board which shall consist of
eight (8 ) voting members and one (1) non-voting ex officio member, who shall be

appointed as follows:

One (1) member shall be the Director of Parks, Recreation and Community Services
Department of the City of Santa Clarita.

One (1) member shall be the City Manager of the City of Santa Clarita.

Two (2) members shall be appointed by the Conservancy.

Four (4) members shall be appointed by the County as follows:
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A. The Director of the Los Angeles County Department of Parks and Recreation,
or his or her designee.. :

B. A public member to be appointed by the County Supervisor in whose District
the facility exists and who shall be a resident of Newhall Ranch after the
occupancy of the 1000™ unit.

C. A representative of the Center for Natural Lands Management.

D. A representative appointed by the County Supervisor in whose District the
facility exists.. '

5.1. A non-voting ex officio member shall be a representative of Newhall Land or its
successor while it owns property within the Newhall Ranch, thereafter the County
Supervisor in whose District the facility exists shall appoint the ex officio member.

5.2. If the City or the Conservancy resigns from the Authority, the County shail
assume the board positions of the member that resigns. if the County resigns from the
Authority, the Conservancy shall appoint one member and the City shall appoint one
member and the Governing Board shall have the authority to appoint the members
described in subsections 8 and C above. :

SECTION 8. MEETINGS

. 8.0. The Goveming Board of the Authority shall fix the hour, date, and place for-its
regular meetings. Special meetings may be held as provided for in the Ralph M. Brown
Act (Government Code Section 54950 ef seq.).

6.1. All meetings of the Governing Board shail be called, held, and conducted in
accordance with the provisions of the Ralph M. Brown Act, and with such further rules of
the Governing Board as are not inconsistent therewith.

6.2. The Executive Officer of the Authority shall keep, or cause to be kept, the minutes
of the Governing Board's meetings, both regular and special, and shall as soon as
possible after each meeting, forward a copy of the minutes to each member of the
. Governing Board.

SECTION 7. QUORUM AND PROCEDURE

7.0. A majority of the voting members of the Governing Board shall constitute a
quorum necessary for the transaction of business. The affirmative vote of a majority of
the quorum shall constitute an action of the Goveming Board. Where applicable,
Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised, shall govern the procedures of the Govemning
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Board, except when inconsistent with the 'Ralph M. Brown Act.
SECTION 8. COMPENSATION AND OFFICE

8.0. The members of the Governing Board shall serve without compensation except
that a reasonable allowance or reimbursement for attendance at meetings of the
Governing Board, as determined by the Governing Board, may be paid to the extent
compatibie with Government Code Section 1128, Public Contract Code Sections 10410

and 10411, and any other statutory provision,

8.1. The Governing Board, by resolution, shall designate a specific location at which it
will receive notices, correspondence, and other communications and shall designate
one of its members or employees as an “officer” for the purpose of receiving service of
process on behalf of the Authority.

SECTION 9. OFFICERS

9.1. The Govemning Board shall elect its own chairperson and vice chairperson. The
chairperson shall preside over all mestings of the Authority. The vice chairperson shall

preside in the absence of the chairperson,
SECTION 10. ADMINISTRATION

10.0. The Authority shall be administered by an executive officer who shall perform the
functions stated in Government Code Section §505.1.

10.1. The Executive Director of the Conservancy shall serve, without additionat
compensation, as Executive Officer of the Authority, unless the Governing Board, by
resolution, appoints another Executive Officer.

10.2. The staff counsel of the Conservancy shall, without additional compensation, be
the duly appointed and acting counsel for the Authority, uniess the Goveining Board of
the Authority shall ctherwise determine,

10.3. To implement this Agreement, the Conservancy, the City, and the County may
contribute their employees to the Authority to provide interim or temporary staff
for the Authority; however, any such employees shall not be deemed to be
employees of the Authority.

10.4. To achieve the purposes of this Agreement, the Authority may, from time to time,
establish positions and fix the salaries of employees of the Authority. The
Executive Officer of the Authority shall appoint such other employees for
positions established by the Board and shall be responsible for the supervision

thereof.
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SECTION 11. FISCAL CONTROLS

11.0. The fiscal year of the Authority shall be the fiscal year of the County, as
established from time to time by the County. o

11.1. To the extent funds are legally available therefore, the Conservancy, the City, and
the County are hereby authorized to make payments and contributions of public funds,
as provided in Section 6504 of the Government Code. .

11.2. The Authority shall be strictly accountable for all funds, receipts, and
disbursements. The Authority shall prepare an annual budget, in a form approved by
the Conservancy, the City, and the County, which budget shali be submitted to the
Conservancy, the City, and the County for approval, the time and manner as specified
by the Conservancy, the City, and the County. Public funds may not be disbursed by
the Authority without approval of the adopted budget of the Authority, and all receipts
and disbursements shall be in strict conformance with the adopted and approved

budget.

11.3. The Treasurer and Tax Collector of the County shall be the depository and have
custody of all money of the Authority from whatever source. The Treasurer so
designated shall, without compensation:

A. Receive all money 6f the Authority and place it in the treasury of the County or other
appropriate account, to the credit of the Authority. .

B. Be responsible on his or her official bond for the safekeeping and disbursement of
all Authority money so held by him or her.

C. Pay, when due, out of money of the Authority so held, all sums due on outstanding
obligations of the Authority. Said sums shall be paid only by warrants of the public
officer performing the functions of auditor or controller of this Authority.

D. Verify and report in writing on a quarterly basis to the Authority and to the
Conservancy, the City, and to the County the amount of money held on account for the
Authority, the amount of receipts since the last report, and the amount paid out since
the last report.

11.4. The Auditor Controller of the County shall perform the functions of the auditor or
controller of the Authority. He or she shall either make or contract with a certified public
accountant to make an annual audit of the accounts and records of the Authority. In
each case, the minimum requirements of the audit shall be those prescribed by the
State Controller for special districts under Section 26908 of the Government Code, and
shall conform to generally accepted auditing standards. Where an audit of an account
and records is made by a certified public accountant, a report thereof shall be filed as a
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public record with the Conservancy, County and the City and also with such other
offices as the parties so require. Such report shall be filed within six months of the end
of the fiscal year under examination. Any costs of the audit, including contracts with or
employment of a certified public accountant, shall be bome by the Authority and
charged against any unencumbered funds of the Authority.

11.5. The Authority shall have the power to invest any money in the treasury of the
Authority that is not required for the immediate necessities of the Authority, as the
Authority determines advisable, in the same manner and upon the same conditions as
local agencies pursuant to Section 53601 of the Gavernment Code.

SECTION 12. BONDS

12.0. Each member of the Governing Board, the executive officer, and Treasurer and
Tax Collector of the County shall file an official bond with the Conservancy. When
deemed appropriate by the Conservancy, a master bond may be utilized as referred to
in Govemment Code Section 1481, and the bond shall also comply with the
requirements of Title 1, Division 4, Chapter 3 of the Government Code, with those
sections being deemed applicable to the Authority to the extent the Authority deems
appropriate. The bond shall be in the amount of $50,000. The premium shall be paid
by the Authority. .

SECTION 13. LIABILITY

13.0. The tort liability of the Authority and of all members of the Governing Board, and
the executive officer and employees of the Authority, shall be controlled by the
provisions of Division 3.6 of the Government Code. The provisions of Division 3.6 of the
Government Code relating to indemnification of public employees and the defense of
actions arising out of any act or omission occurring in the scope of their employment
shall apply to all members of the Governing Board, officers, and employees with respect
to the Authority. :

13.1. Pursuant to Section 6508.1 of the Government Code, the City, the County, and
the Conservancy agree that the Conservancy shall assume all liabilities arising out of or
with respect to:

A. Any and all actions taken by Conservancy personnel, or it's designees's personnel,
acting on Authority property pursuant to a reciprocal management agreement between
the Conservancy, or it's designee, and the Authority.

B. Any and all property owned by the Authority which is subject to a reciprocal
management agreement between the Conservancy and the Authority.

13.2. In addition the Authority may insure itself and the parties, and the officers and
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employees of the parties, in a manner, form and amount appropriate and acceptable t
the City, the County and the Conservancy. .

SECTION 14. DISPOSITION OF PROPERTY AND FUNDS

14.0. Upon termination of this Agreement, the Authority forthwith shall wind up its
affairs, including discharging all of its outstanding legal obligations. Personal property
and funds remaining in the Authority shall be returned to the party from which the funds
or persanal property were obtained, except as mutually agreed by the parties. All real
property owned by the Authority shall be conveyed to the County, subject to the
approval by the County Board of Supervisors consistent with any applicable restriction.
If the County is no longer a member of the Authority all real property owned by the
Authority shall be conveyed to the Conservancy, unless the Authority shall determine
otherwise, consistent with any applicable restriction. If the Conservancy is not able to
accept the real property, then the City shall accept the real property, unless the
Authority shall determine otherwise, consistent with any applicable restriction.

SECTION 15. NON-LIABILITY OF PARTIES

15.0. Except as provided in Section 13 of this Agreement, and pursuant to Section
6508.1 of the Government Code, neither the Authority nor the Governing Board shall
have the power or authority to bind the Conservancy or the City or the County, or any of
them, to any debt, liability, contract, or obligation, or to employ any person on behalf of
the parties, or any of them; no debt, liability, contract, obligation, employee, or agent of
the Authority or the Governing Board shall be or constitute thereby a debt, liability,
contract, obligation, employee, or agent of the parties or any of them.

15.1. No action or omission of the parties or any of them shall be attributable to the
Conservancy or the City or the County except as expressly provided in Section 13 of
this Agreement.

15.2. The Authority may mainiain such public liability and other insurance as in its
discretion is deemed appropriate and to the extent the cost of premiums thereof are
provided for in the approved budget of the Authority.

SECTION 16. CONTRIBUTION OF PARTIES

16.0. Exclusive of grants which the Conservancy may award to the Authority or the
City or the County from time to time, the Conservancy contribution to the Authority shall
be less than the current delegation amount in any fiscal year. Contribution is here
defined to include monetary contributions, if any, and the reasonable value of the
services of any employees of the Conservancy loaned by it to the Authority, if any.
The minimum cash contribution of the City, County and Conservancy, for operation of
the Authority, shall be one thousand dollars annually each or such amount as shall be
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set forth in the budget of the Authority. This section shall not affect the mutual exchange
of services between parties to this agreement and the Authority without payment of any
consideration other than such services. Such mutual exchange of services is hereby
authorized to the extent permitted by Section 6506 of the Government Code.

SECTION 17. NON-DISCRIMINATION

17.0. The provisions of the State of California Non-Discrimination Clause (Form 17B)
are by this reference incorporated herein.

SECTION 18. APPLICATION OF POWERS

18.0. Insofar as powers of the County included in this Agreement, and not to the City
or Conservancy, are exercised by the Authority, the Governing Board and officers
thereof shall exercise such powers as the administering agency of this Agreement
pursuant to Government Code Section 6508, notwithstanding the fact that they may be
appointed by, or representative of, the City or Conservancy

SECTION 19. AMENDMENT TO THE AGREEMENT

19.0. The provisions of this agreement may be amended only upon the unanimous
agreement of the parties to the agreement. :

SECTION 20. SUCCESSOR STATUTES

20.0. All statutes cited herein shall be deemed to include amendments and/or
successor statutes to the cited statutes as they presently exist.

(Signature page follows)
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be
executed by their duly authorized representative.

Attest: .
City Clerk
JEXSLY"

Date:

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

By: W W MAYOR, Board of Supervisors -

Attest: d’&

“JOANNE STURGES

ACTING EXECUTIVE OFFICER

The Board of Supervisors

By:

puty
APPROVED AS TO FORM
BY COUNTY COUNSEL

RAYMOND G. FORTNER, JR ‘ ADOPTED

BOARD OF SUPERVISQRS

By: COUNTY OF LOS AMGELES
Lillian D. Salinger, Senior Deputy

gg~ + * APR 047006
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EXHIBIT A

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY COUNSEL

448 KENNEYH HAMN HALL OF ADMINISTRATION
500 WEST TEMPLE 3 TREET
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012.271)

TELEPHONE
(213 8141521

May 11, 1939 TELECOPER
@13 617-7182

LLOYD W. PELLMAN, CAOUNTY COWNSEL

Syn. No. 23
_ 3723199
The Honarable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
283 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street
Los Angeles, California 90012

Dear Supervisors:

VESTING TENTATIVE TRACT MAP NUMBER 45433(5)
FIFTH SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT! 3-VOTE MATTER

Your Board recently conducted an appeal hearing on the Planning Commission’s
approval of the above subdivision which is proposed in connection with the development of a
mixed use project known as Westridge in the Newhall Zoned District.

Al the conclusion of the hearing your Board indicated an intent to approve the
subdivision with revised conditions and instructed us to prepare the appropriate documents for
- your final approval. Attached are the nacessary findings and conditions to implement your
intended approval. '

Very lruly yours,

LLOYD W. PELLMAN
County Cpunsel

o sl A O 2672
RICHARD D. WEISS -
Principa! Deputy County Counsel

AP VED RELEASED:
o/

LLOYDO W. PELLMAN

County Counsei

RDW:rw
Aftachments
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28.

28,
3a.

31.

3z,

33.

34,

35.

required paving in addition to footings for walls and planters or other ~
obstructions.

Construct or bond with the Department of Public Warks for driveway paving on
flag lots of 15 feet on driveways serving 1 dwelllng unit; 20 feet on driveways
serving 2 dwelling units and on driveways serving a single dwelling unit and the
distance from the street to the pad is 150 feet or more; and 24 feet on driveways
serving 3 or more dwelling units.

Construct or bond with the Department of Public Wcrks for paving of 36 feet in
width for the common dnveway (Lot B82) serving Lots 330-334.

Include the open space area ad]acent to "S" Street in Lot 882.

Dedicate to the County the right to prohibit the construction of residentiat and
other buildings and structures over the portions of Lots 723 through 728 that are

within SEA 64.

Grant an easement for management of biological resources, public recreation
and education to the entity that will manage the cak tree habitat over the portions
of Lots 723-729 that are within SEA 64.

LOT 835 (Recreat:on), L.OT 836 (Schoaol), LOT 837 {Park}, LOTS 838-846
(Golf Course), LOTS 847-879, 881-862 (Open Space) and LOT gso (CLWA -
reclaimed water tank site). ‘

Dedicate resrdentlal constructlon rights over Lots 835, B37, 838-846, 847-879,
880 and 881-882. )

Provide fbr the ownership and maintenance of the open space lots {with the
exception of Lots 872 and 874) and recreation lot by the homeowners ~

_ association.

Offer to dedicate Lots 872 and 874 to a Joint Powers Authority (JPA) consisting-
of the County of Los Angeles (4 members), the City of Santa Clarita (2
members), and the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy (2 members). Such
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36,

37.

38.

39.

40,

- 41,

42,

offer shall be made upon the earlier of the following events: 1) The completion
of mitigation monitoring activities required under the project's Resource
Management and Monitoring Plan; or 2) three years after conclusion of mass
grading. Such dedication shall be consistent with the conditions of mass
grading. Such dedication shall be consistent with the conditions of the
conditional use permit (CUP No. 87-222(5)).

Permissian is granted to adjust the lot line between Lots 8§70 and 872 in order to
transfer the graded down-slope adjacent to Lots 711 and 713 from Lot 872 to

870 to the satisfaction of the Department of Regional Planning.

Dedicate Lots 836 and 837 to a public agency and dedicate Lat 880 to a public
agency or to a non-profit conservation organization to the satisfaction of the
Department of Regional Planning.

‘Permission is granted to create additional open space lots to the satisfaction of

the Department of Regional Planning, provided each such lot is numbered on the

final map and a minimum of 15 feet of access is provided to each lot.

Process a lot line adjustment to include the off-site portion of Lot 836 prior to
final map recordation, or by other acceptable means.

Cn Lot 838 (golf course c!ubhouse) show all driveways des:gnated by the Fire
Department as a fire lane on the final map, or on a plat to record as a separate
instrument concurrently with the final map, and label each such dnveway asa
“Private Drweway Fire Lane."

Any joint use agreement proposed between the scheol site (Lot 836) and the
neighbarhood park site (Lot 837) shall be to the satlsfachon of the Director of
Parks and Recreation.

LOTS 730-738 (Apartment project for 523 dwelling units)

Construct or bond with the Department of Public Works for drweway paving, a
minimum of 28 feet in width. .
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ORIGINAL

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

“Creating Community Through People, Parks and Programs”
Russ Guiney, Director

April 4, 2006
. _ BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
. COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles - '
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 38 APR 0 42006
500 West Temple Street . :
~ Los Angeles, CA 90012 %/M &%

. JOANNE STURG
Dear Supervisors: ACTING EXECUTIVE OFFICER

APPROVAL OF JOINT EXERCISE OF POWERS AGREEMENT
: BETWEEN THE CITY OF SANTA CLARITA, .
THE SANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS CONSERVANCY,
AND THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
{Fifth District 3-Vote Matter)

IT 1S RECOMMENDED THAT YOU BOARD:

1. Find this action exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quility Act
(CEQA). :
2. Approve and instruct the Mayor to sign the attached Joint Exercise of Powers

Agreement (Agreement) with the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy and City of
Santa Clarita to form the Newhall Ranch High Country Recreation and Conservation

Authority.
PURPOSE OF RECOMMENDED ACTION/JUSTIFICATION

Approval of this action will authorize the County to enter into a Joint Powers Authority (JPA)
Agreement to provide for the management and conservation oversight of the open space
dedications resulting from the Newhall Ranch and Westridge development projects. The
public entity pa -the_proposed JPA are the County of Los Angeles {Caunty), the Santa
Monica Mountains Conservancy (Conservancy) and the City of Santa Clarita (City).

half Ranch Specific Plan adopted by your Board on May 27, 2003, requires the
authority for the management of the High Country Special
Newhail Ranch development. The Westridge project (tract map
rd on May 11, 1999, requires the dedication of certain open

hority, pursuant to condition of approval number 35, as shown

The Newl
formation of a joint powers
Management Area within the
45433} approved by your Boa
space lots to a joint powers aut

Planning and Development Agency » 510 South Vermont Ave « Los Angeles, CA 90020-1975 +(213) 351-5198

C




The Honorable Board of Supervisors
April 4, 2008
Page 2

as Exhibit A to the attached Agreement. Itis anticipated that 4,350 acres wili be acquired and

managed by the JPA as a result of these dedications.

lows for the acquisition, development, improvement, management and
rk and open space lands dedicated for public purposes or passive and
active recreation, wildiife habitat protection, and conservation projects, for lands set-aside for
public open space purposes pursuant to the County of Los Angeles Board of Supervisors
approval of the Newhall Ranch project, the Westridge project and any other land dedication
from Newhall Land or its successors and to implement the terms and conditions as set forth in

the Agreement.

The Center for Natural Lands Management (CNLM) is a 501(c)(3), nonprofit organization
established to protect sensitive biolagical resources through professional, science based

stewardship of mitigation and conservation lands in-perpetuity. The CNLM was designated in

the Newhall Ranch Specific Plan to be responsible for the resource conservation and
management and preparation of the resource management plan of the High Country Special
Management Area. The JPA will grant a conservation and management easement to the
CNLM for the ongoing maintenance and management of the lands under the JFPA’s jurisdiction.
The CNLM will be funded through an endowment for its conservation, maintenance and
management responsibilities and the JPA will be funded through an assessment district all
recreational opportunities in the High Country Special Management Area. '

The JPA created through this action shail be a separate entity known as “The Newhall Ranch
High Country Recreation and Conservation Authority” (Authority).

Implementation of Strateqgic Plan Goals

Approval of the JPA will further the Board-approved County Strategic Plan Goals No. 3,
Organizational Effectiveness, by cooperating with member agencies, and No. &, Community
Services, by providing for the operation and maintenance of an extensive open space area for

public recreation and enjoyment.

The Agreement al
conservation of pa

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING
Creation of the JPA will obligate the County to contribute $1,000 annually for the normal
operation of the Authority. Sufficient funds are available in the Department's 2005-06 budget

to provide this contribution.

The Newhall Ranch Specific Plan stipulated that Newhall Land and Farming would agree to
e or assessment district under the authority of the Los Angeles

form an appropriate servic
County Board of Supervisors for the collection of revenues from the units in the development

and for distribution to the Authority for the purposes of recreation, maintenance, construction,




The Honorable Board of Supervisors
April 4, 2006
Page 3

activities within the High Country. In accordance with the Specific
ict will be formed and in place prior to the sale of the first residential
unit and will be assessed to each homeowner beginning with the occupancy of each dwelling
unit. it is anticipated the Department will come before your Board in the spring of 2007 for
approval to form the district. The Department will be responsible for the management of the

district to insure the collection of fees through the Treasurer/Tax Collector and distribution of

funds to the JPA through the Auditor Controller on an annual basis. The formation of the

district will provide the authority to the County to deduct administrative costs for accounting
and distribution of the funds and provide for an appropriate reserve. These funds will allow the
JPA to provide the recreation element in the High Country Special Management Area.

nd an endowment of $2 million to the CNLM, which will
the terms of its agreement with Newhall Land. That
the Center for its management activities in the High

conservation and related
Pian the assessment distr

Newhall Land and Farming will also fu
manage the endowment pursuant to
endowment will be used exciusively by
Country, River Corridor and Open Areas.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The Joint Exercise of Powers Act (Govemment Code § 6500 et. Sec.) allows for the creation
- of the JPA. The independent JPA will be governed by the statutory procedures applicable to
the County. The Goveming Board of the JPA will be comprised of eight (8) voting members
and one (1) ex officio member, who shall be appointed as follows: the Director of Parks,
Recreation and Community Services Department of the City of Santa Clarita, the City Manager
of the City of Santa Clarita, two (2) members appointed by the Conservancy, the Director of
the Los Angeles County Department of Parks and Recreation or hisfher designee, a public
member appointed by the County Supervisor in whose District the facility exists who shali be a
resident of Newhall Ranch, a representative of the Center of Natural Lands Management, and
a representative appointed by the County Supervisor in whose District the facility exists. The
non-voting ex officio member shall be a representative of Newhall Land or its successor while
it owns property within the Newhall Ranch, thereafter the County shall appoint the ex officio

member.
The Governing Board shall glect its own chairperson and vice chairperson. The Executive

Director of the Conservancy shall -serve as the Executive Officer of the Authority {without
additional compensation), unless the Governing Board, by resolution, “appoints another

Executive Officer.

The Agreemsant was approved as to form by County Counsel.
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ENVIRONMENTAL DOGCUMENTATION

Approval of the action is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
according to Section 15061 (b)(3) of the Sate CEQA guidelines because it can be seen with
certainty that it will have no significant effect on the environment. Any future actions by the
Authority to authorize projects will require compliance with CEQA.

iIMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES AND PROJECTS

The approval of the JPA will have a positive impact for the public interested in interpretive and
recreational resources in the County. The improved services will assist the County in providing

quality recreation for public use.

CONCLUSION

It is requested that your Board instruct the Mayor and the Clerk of the Board to sign each of
the three original Agreements, returning one original copy to the Santa Monica Mountains
Conservancy, one copy to the City of Santa Clarita and one copy to the Depariment of Parks
and Recreation. It is also requested that conformed copies of this action be distributed as
follows: One (1) copy to the Chief Administrative Office, one (1) copy to the County Counsel,
one (1) copy to the Auditor-Controller, one (1) copy to the Treasurer Tax Collector and four (4)

copies to the Department.

Respectfully submitted,

Mlcwi e,

Russ Guiney
Director

¢ Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors (22)
Chief Administrative Office
County Counsel
Auditor-Controller
Treasurer Tax Collector




